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Dear Parents 
 
Firstly, I am looking forward to welcoming all the children back on Monday. The staff have been making plans and 
getting the classrooms ready and ironing out routines and procedures to ensure that everyone is kept safe. 
 
Last week I read the government document on schools operational guidance and was happy that all the procedures 
that we have put into place, including the latest adaptations, fall in line with the guidance.  
 
The latest update is that, “Whole families and households with primary school, secondary school and college age 
children, including childcare and support bubbles, will be able to test themselves twice every week from home as 
schools return from 8 March.”  
 
For more information on this, please follow the links: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-households-with-children-of-school-aged-to-get-rapid-covid-19-tests-per-
person-per-week 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff 
 
STAFF TRAINING 
This week we have had training delivered by a representative from Devon’s Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) 
Team. The focus was not on providing a diagnosis of dyslexia (that is not the purpose of the team) but on raising 
awareness and focussing on equipping staff with practical ideas to support pupils with severe literacy difficulties / 
dyslexia in the classroom. 
 
Areas of focus included 

 The varying views on what dyslexia is 

 The issues surrounding the problems: weak reading, poor spelling, poor handwriting etc 

 Strategies to support each of these difficulties 

 The effect on self-esteem 

 Strategies to support self-esteem 
 

The staff felt that this was very useful and felt confident that we do provide some of these strategies already, but will 
be implementing many new ones as well.  
 
MONDAY 
Before Monday please re-read the guidance that was sent earlier in the week – especially as regards drop-off and pick-
up times and procedures which have changed quite significantly. Now that we will be back to face-to-face teaching we 
will not be communicating through Class Dojo on a daily basis as we have been since January. We will resume using 
Class Dojo if we need to close a bubble due to a confirmed case. 
 
Lee White 
Head of School 
lwhite@kilmington-primary.org.uk 
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