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Kilmington Primary 

 
School 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

03.12.21 

Nurturing Life Long Learning 
   

 

 

 

Pupils of the Week 
 Betty Bee Award Wilbur Woodpecker Award Olive Owl Award Samuel Squirrel Award 

Kingfishers Bronwyn Hattie Luke & William Eden 
Jackdaws Ellie Willow Charlie Toby 
Ospreys Lottie Matthew Rosie Hana 

Head of School Award 
Angus – A massive increase in motivation and effort in all subjects 

 
Dear Parents 
 
We are still looking for topsoil to go in our new planters – if you know of anyone who has any going spare, please let us 
know, we are itching to get some plants in. 
 
NEW TEACHER 
As you know, Mrs Shaw will be finishing for her maternity leave at the end of this term. We have carried out the 
recruitment process and I am pleased to inform you that we have appointed Miss Morfey to teach Jackdaws class from 
January, until Mrs Shaw comes back after her maternity leave. Miss Morfey taught a lesson in Jackdaws class and 
interviewed with myself and Mr Mellor (Executive Headteacher), she was very confident in the classroom and had a 
kind manner with the children. The children responded well to her, and Mrs Shaw also thought that she would be a 
good person to take over in January. We are pleased with this appointment and look forward to welcoming her to the 
team. She will be spending some time in Jackdaws class over the next couple of weeks to get to know the children and 
the routines. 
 
WATER BOTTLES 
Water bottles must be in school every day. Every class has access to water dispensers but we do not stock the paper 
cups so children must bring a water bottle to use during the day – one drink at lunch time is not sufficient for a whole 
school day. Ideally water bottles should contain only water as squash or juice can get quite sticky. 
 
TOYS 
I have been seeing an increasing number of toys coming in to school from home, ranging from cuddly toys to the latest 
‘pop it’ fidget toys. Interestingly, I actually spoke to an Educational Psychologist about these so called ‘fidget toys’ and 
she said that they are actually more of a distraction than anything else. If a child is advised to use a fidget toy (from a 
professional such as an Occupational Therapist) then specific items are recommended such as Theraputty or squeezy 
items. We do have a selection of these items in school for those that have been advised to use them but it seems that 
lots of children have started to bring these items in from home.  
 
If your child needs something like this, then please speak to their teacher about it. We obviously want those children 
to be able to access these items, but we do not want everyone starting to bring them in because someone else is! 
 
Apart from the youngest children in Nursery, there is no reason why children should be bringing in toys from home. 
Not only does it mean that everyone starts to do it, but we would not want these items to get lost or damaged as this 
would cause upset. 
 
Please could parents remind any 'elves' that might be living in their house in the lead up to Christmas, that elves are 
also not allowed in school! 
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PICK UP 
We have been asked to discuss the pick-up arrangements that were started due to COVID restrictions when parents 
were not allowed on the school premises.  There appears to have been some near misses in the car park and on the 
road, this is why we ask parents to park in the car parks – not on the road. We are incredibly lucky to have such good 
parking facilities so please use them.  
 
The teachers have discussed the pick-up arrangements at length and they all agree that the new arrangements are so 
much better than previously. When parents were outside the classes, often from as early as 3pm, children were very 
distracted and it was difficult for the teachers to have a calm and organised end to the day. For the teachers, especially 
in KS2, we are more able to ensure that children are collected by their designated adult and it is much easier to also 
catch any parent to inform them of accidents or incidents that have occurred during the day.  
 
We are aware that we can sometimes be a bit slack when it comes to getting out on time and we apologise for that, so 
we have pledged to be a bit quicker so that parents are not waiting too long. This should also help the issue of people 
driving in and out while people are still waiting – if we are quicker, then this shouldn’t be so much of a problem. 
 
If you are collecting on foot from School Lane, please be prompt as we will be trying to get out promptly to avoid causing 
waiting times at the car park. 
 
Lee White 
Head of School 
lwhite@kilmington-primary.org.uk 

 

 

   
ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL                        

If your child is missing school due to illness, please remember 
you must email or call the school EACH DAY by 9.00am 

 
Please select option 1 and leave a message on our absence line 

The absence line is available ANYTIME before school opens 
 

 

 
 

LATE ARRIVALS 
Pupils arriving at school after 9.00am must be signed in at the school office by their parent/carer 

Pupils arriving after 9.10am are registered as an ‘Unauthorised Absence’ 
 
 

 

  SIGNING IN/OUT    
Please remember, if your child arrives late or comes in or out of school at any other time for doctors’ 
appointments, etc… then you must visit the school office to sign them in/out.  We then have an absolute 
up-to-date record of who is in school at any moment during the school day – essential to fulfil our 
Safeguarding duties.  

mailto:lwhite@kilmington-primary.org.uk
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School Diary Dates 
 

Our forthcoming events and diary dates are on or website listed in the News & Events section. 
More specific details can be viewed online by clicking on the relevant event, 

this will then display the letter content or additional information 
 

www.kilmington-primary.org.uk/news/school-diary/ 
 

December 

Wed 8th  Kingfishers Outdoor Learning (after lunch) 

Mon 13th  Pipits & Monday Pips – Theatre Visit – arrive at school 8.10-8.20am 

Tues 14th  Christmas Carol Service – 2.30pm & 5.30pm – Admission by ticket (details to follow) 

Wed 15th  Christmas Carol Service – 2.30pm & 5.30pm – Admission by ticket (details to follow) 

Thurs 16th  PTFA Hamper Draw – after school 

Fri 17th  Last day of Autumn Term 

Monday 20th December – Monday 3rd January 
Christmas Holidays 

TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY – NON PUPIL DAY 

January 2022 

Tues 4th Non pupil day - Staff Training 

Wed 5th  Pupils return - Spring Term begins 

Thurs 13th  Rec-Y6 Nasal Flu Vaccinations  

February  
Wed 9th – Fri 11th  Y3-Y4 Residential – PACKED LUNCH 9TH FEBRUARY 

Monday 21st February – Friday 25th February 
Half Term  

April 
Fri 8th  Last day of Spring Term  

Monday 11th April – Friday 22nd April  
Spring Break 

MONDAY 25th APRIL – NON PUPIL DAY 

Mon 25th  Non pupil day - Staff Training 

Tues 26th  Pupils Return - Summer term begins 

May 

Mon 2nd   School Closed - Bank Holiday 

Fri 27th  School Closed - Governor Approved Additional holiday (Queen’s Jubilee)  

Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June  
Half Term  

July 

Fri 22nd  
Whole School Picnic Lunch – PACKED LUNCH 
Last day of term – normal pick up time  

Mon 25th  Non Pupil Day – Staff Training  

Tues 26th  Non Pupil Day – Staff Training 

Wednesday 27th July – Friday 2nd September 
Summer Break 

MONDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2022 - NON PUPIL DAY 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.kilmington-primary.org.uk/news/school-diary/

